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The Foodie 
with the 
faeeof 
BDrahean 

IT WAS totally unheard of and. In the relatively einall mtnds of the UK^s 
eOOadd MI^, perha[S never Imagined, Yet, oti ThursdiLy 13 November 1980 
the unheard of and uidmagined occurred. Black Rod, the Queeo^a mess-^ 
enger, was barred entry to the Commons by a phalaroc of labour backbench¬ 
ers, protest!about tte Conservative la-opoffila to Increase council house 
rente. 

The ’G&ng of Three% Labour right-wingers David Owen, Shirley WilHams 
and WUHam Rodgers, were ostensibly beside themselves at such an insult to 
the authority of the Speaker, to the honour of the Coinmona and to the pomp 
and circumsiance of Black Rod hLinselT, who was there to prorogue [^rilament 



and lead a irocesslon to the House 
of Lords, 

Ybt was their fury not mltlga'ted 
by a certain maUdous pleasured 
Certainly Dr, Owen and hfr, Rod¬ 
gers lost no time in attribuUng to 
hfictiiel root complete responsib- 
lUfy for the outrage. This tiA^d 
the opening shot in their battle to 
save the soul of the lAbour Kurty 
as they see It by causing mass 
defection of Labour and voters 
with them If Foot does not OKod 
his ways. 

In their campaign the * Gang nf 
Three ' have behind them the full 
weight nf the daily [ress, radio 
and televlalon, which had done their 
utmost to promotE Foot's closest 
rival Denis Healey, On il Novem¬ 
ber, after the result was known. 

The Times actually lost its temper 
and described Footes section by 
10 votes over Healey ( John StUdn 
and Deter Shore having been ellm- 
imted in the first round ) as an act 
of'unmitigated folly'. Using an odd 
mixtire of images the editorial 
went on to refer to Footes ];fist as 
'Mr h^cK Joneses poodle^and to 
hls leading the E&rty ' in a wild 
charge to the left ^ - unless, that 1^ 
Ms close colleagues ccuid rosbral^. 
him. Elsewhere In tMs august rag, 
Foot was transformed from wildly 
charging poodle Into '' pre-revoM- 
tlouary a * Mljabeau presaging 
a political logic fr om which he 
would personally recoil ', 

The radicaHsm of Mcltfel Fcxit 
has been taken Just as serloely at 
the c^her end of the political SESot- 
rum. Indlvidifflils on the ^ far left ' 
who had previously cursed both 
houses, are becoming lAboic Dirty 
members or thinKing seriously of 
voting for it at leas t. Those who 
remember Foot In the vanguard of 
the CKD marches of the bte'SOs 
and ear^^6Os are becoming memb¬ 
ers of the Campaign for Nuclear 
DisarmamerLt, whose ranks have 
swelled considerably over the laet 
few weeks. For at least some of 
these people Foot is indeed a second 
hflrabeau, who will pit the full force 
of hls ronflntiolsm, idealism and 
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orator 7 agalofit tJie anden. reetme 
and %brgarot Thatcher's Kkrle- 
Antolnette, 

Tor an ac^rchistr however^ who is 
leader Is ImmaterlaL: wlAt matters 
Is the fact that die Labcmr is, 

and will remain - however the voting 
arrangements joeiy change in the 
future " fundamental^authorttarlan 
and etetlst both in structure and In 
conception^ This is simply because 
no alternative eiJste for a i&rty of 
government commttted to the pursuit 
of ^socialising through use, and 
extensioi^ of state power, Inevitably 
subject to the conservatism of the 
unions On which U depends and to 
the power struggle of ambitiouB 
pro&BBloials, 88 well as Integrally 
a jart of that elective dictatorship 
that Is euphenrlstically known as 
I»r llamentery democracy, • 

In the i&st 10 years' observed 
the Tlmee of Mchael Foot's record 
Btnce entering the shadow cabinet 
and then the government, "the bal¬ 
ance of his thoughtp while maintain¬ 
ing Ms views, has shifted from the 
pursuit of the ideal to the achieve¬ 
ment of the practicable. ' This is 
but a gentle way of saying tlat all 
power corrupts, that Foot has 
proved no exce^on to the rule, 
and that it is the machine that must 
perforce change the man and not 
vice versa. 

Several concrete e]ramples Sfring 
to mind. Where, for instence, was 
the libertarian when he refused bo 
accept the principle of ( non-relig¬ 
ious ) conscientious objection to 
union membership. Where was the 
Trlbunlte when, during his time as 
Secretary of State for Employment, 
unemployment t^sed the one mill¬ 
ion mark. Where was the anti- 
mi Ufarlst when, though notaeti^tiy 
a member of the 1964 Wilson 
government with its pro-Vietnam 
war policy, he nonetheless sustained 
it. Where was the eulogist of t^zlftt 
Godwin and Swift when in 1974 he 
tooK government office, under 


Wilson, for the first time. And 
where will the unilateral 
dtsarmer bn if he grows 
up to be irime min¬ 
ister while at the same time leader 
of a ^ty which, to survive, must 
continue to reconcile the left and 
right wings. 

One is brought, l>owever regret¬ 
fully, to the conclusion ttot the new 
leader of the Opposition, that char - 
glng poodle with the face of h^rabeau, 
suffers from a case of profound 
schizophrenia. This can perhaps be 
seen most strikingly In htichael 
Foot's attitude to anarchism, oi 
which I give three examples below, 
fn his introduction to Gulliver's 
, (Itnguln, 1967), Fool 
deserfBes It as sounding ‘the trum- 
piet of anarchistic revolt when others 
who did so were being dispatched to 
Botany ^y*," In the same piece he 
refers to ''WlUlam Godwin, the 
mentor of Shelley, of BazUtt him¬ 
self, and of the long, honourable 
theme cf English anarchism..And 
most recently* In a Sunday Tii^s 
article on Dertrand Bussell and 
Bonar Thompson called 'The Phil¬ 
osopher and the Aii&rchlst', he 
describes Thompson as 
'■of coitrse. anararchist, 
although even this 


mosjUit^ourg^ tl» (niy emphasis) 
i^ve^too freebie an indication of his 
comprehensive icondasin*'. 

How else can one explain such 
strange utterances than by schizo¬ 
phrenia or by an extreme form of 
self-delusion which all pjoUtidatis 
who profess ideals must possess In 
some degree. But whatever the 
cause, with Foot's election anarch¬ 
ists must wctck harder than ever to 
show people that the affliction need 
not spread any futher than the smo¬ 
king room of the House of Comm¬ 
ons, 

GAIA 

*For futher discussion of these 
themes, see The Imj^slbiUtiesof 
Social Democracy . Vernon Richarda. 
Freedorii Prees* 1976, El {26pfor 
postage). 














FREHXIM 


ANOTHER TURN OF THE SCREW 


IF EVER THERE ifl a time aot to 
get nielf^d with »Iirick at your Jett, 
a crowbar in your hand, canDabis 
in your clothe a or an unpaid for 
dictionary In your inside pocket, 
then this is it. If you are, you are 
likely to spend a ni^ht with your 
locai guardians of the peace crammed 
into a single cell with people more 
unfortunate than yourself who have 
been excluded from prison by screws 
In search of a better deal for their 
dinner hour. 

Throughout this dispute the press 
has bleated on and on about the 
"appalMog effects' of a failure to 
settle as soon as possible. The div¬ 
ersion of police resources in acco¬ 
mmodating those who should be on 
remand in prison, the need to trans¬ 
port them to and fromi court, and the 
inevitable problem of escapees were 
all listed as the usual signs of 
sickness in our society. Hardly a 
word has been written or spoken 
about the real victims of the dis¬ 
pute, who are pie sentiy spending 
up to 23 hours a day locked up three 
to a cell, with little free associa¬ 
tion, no work, few good meals, 
little access to lawyers and even 
lesa contact with family and frie¬ 
nds outside. Some 3000 prisoners 
unlucky enough to have missed the 
move to the oew FranklaDd prison 
remain incarcerated In police eta- 
:ions, described by one official as 
"unsanoitory, uncivillyd and dan- 
j;erous"^ - and the cells are even 
worse, We must now await with 
gloomy expectation a rise in the 
current figure of 274 deaths repoi’^ 
ted to have occurred in police'^cuc- 
tody, each to be dealt with Lii a 
confidential and imaginative police 
report and each, undoubtably, asc¬ 
ribing death to some bizarre self 
mflicted injury or misadventure. 


fa his manner of dealing with the 
current crisis, no-one can deny 
that Whitelaw's instincts have ser¬ 
ved him well for a 63 year old con¬ 
servative landowner. Out went the 
screws, in came the squaddies. If 
the bastards continue as they are, 
few wiU be capable of resisting the 
opportunity of joining the elite band 
of dustmen, water workers, fire¬ 
fighters and occupiers of Northern 
Ireland with a bit of terrorian 
thrown in for good measure, who 
will now be trained to guard people 
as well as kill them . 

Inevitably our decrepit Minister 
of the Interior appears unable to 
Improve the position of the inmates 
with the same ^ntaneity he uses 
to contain them. Those who say that 
the present situation is the product 
of deep seated resentment within 
the Prison Officers Association 
(whooee members object to the con¬ 
trol exerted over them by civil 
servants) are wrong. The real mal¬ 
aise lies In the whole system of 
correction and imprisonment itsdi> 
which simply serves to remove 
human dignity from those already 
the vfeims of social Injustice and 
class prejudice. And yet, if any¬ 
thing, our rulers have aefed even 
more oppressively in allowing to 
become, at between 43060 and 
43000, the highest In Europe, and 
In authorising no effective improv¬ 
ements in accomodation or welfare. 
In his report of lOOSMoimtbatten, 
the hero of our time whose bungling 
ineptitude as Viceroy of India ex¬ 
ceeded that of any proffessional 
politician, was once again allowed 
to assert himself by making secur¬ 
ity the central feature in prison 
development. The report was foll¬ 
owed by a decline In the programme 
providing for open prisons and int¬ 
roduction of an expensive dispersal 


system for prisoners deemed a high 
Security risk. The result has been 
to allow Intolerable overcrowding, 
where stress disorders grow ever 
more serious and in which an luc¬ 
re aslngly volatile atmosphere is 
only defused by extensive use of 
tranquilUsers and other sedatives. 

The huprisonment (Temporary 
Provisions) Bill empowers White law 
to approve places other than prisons 
for detntlon of inmates, to authorise 
the temporal^ release of prisoners 
imprisoned or remanded in custody, 
to release prisoners nearing the ■ 
end of their sentences, and to auth¬ 
orise the courts to rem and people 
in their absence. As such, although 
it has ti be renewed after one month 
and will lapse after twelve months 
unless parliament descides other¬ 
wise, the bill has been acclaimed by 
son^e as a means of promoting penal 
refomii. In fact, this law shows the 
ease with which the judiciary can be 
overriden as the administrators of 
Justice' and is a further sign that 
our constitution is a lie and a shetn^. 
Whltelaw and his cronies pay only 
lip service to the cies for prison 
reform for, their chief concern 
must oe systematically and relent¬ 
lessly to euppieee those who show 
themi selves in any way opposed to 
the status quo. The adrolniatration 
of prisons, like the building them¬ 
selves, has changed little since the 
nineteenth century: it remains a 
buElness for suppressing the will, 
not allowing it to develop, and no 
amount of refoim will ever change 
that. We can be certain that our 
goal, the abolition of prisons and 
restoration of individual liberty to 
all, irieepecUve of background or 
conduct, will never be granted dur¬ 
ing the life of a state which forever 
demands more power and less acc¬ 
ountability. - _ 


WiL^CAT r 


How did yc}U5et 
your tortus in 
fucH atanale? 



I wai tcpUinlng anscWy 
hvH iiwwtimsimiuTwnc 
du n'ik of war. 































A FREEDOM 


Sdze Hoosiiig! 



On NOVEMBER ISth LQrd Justice 
Sbrk er&nted the GLC repossession 
of Ktlner House. There la a five <Sa.y 
stay of execution on the ortler so 
Wednesday 19th Is the earliest that 
the balUffs and police can arrive. 

We are prepared for all eventualities. 
On Sumlay 16th November at the 
l^estlgtoue GLC site at the Bayonne 
Road Estate In Fulham where twenty 
seven houses ortgliialty intended for 
council teifints are up sale on 
the Open market (some at E50^ OCfO 
a go) the shCFW house and two other 
houses were sqiatted. This was a 
concerted effort by the Bayonne 
Road Action Group, London Squatters 
Union, the SPG (Squatters I^trol 
Group) and various homeless people. 
There was support from lo<^l Trades 
Councils, workers on the site and 
local tenants. 

The struggle continues. Set^e 
housing! 

SHERLCCK HOMELESS 


ON SATURDAY 15th there was a 
meeting and rally at Kilner House 
aimed at getting more support and 
publicity for the squat and the coming 
eviction. A BBC camera team were 
there apffirently gathering material 
for a documentary on the failure of 
the welfiire stete. 

They ftlcned some of the proceed■» 
tngs as well as taking pilcktea of an 
identlGal block next to the squat tl^t 
has every window hoarded up and 
appears to be empty awaiting the 
same treatment as Kilner House, 

As liberals go the BBC people seem¬ 
ed to be quite symi^thetlc. 

To start with it looised Uke hardly 
anyone was going to turn up, then 



people eventually arrived and just 
before the speeches started a group 
of seventeen Dutch sqieatters turned 
up to see what was going on. By then 
there ware about fifty of us in the 
courtyard. The speeches were fairly 
tedious and ixedlctable. 

Someone from London Sqistiers 
HEilon told us all about the housing 
crisis and how Kilner House was a 
response to it. Then one of the 150 
occu^nts told us why he was squatt¬ 
ing and a Little about how the sqiAt 
was going. 

Ntext was a Labour Fftrty hack 
from the local Fulham Fighttfick 
Against the Cuts who told us that 
the squat had their complete: support, 
and then a bureaucrat from some 
trade union told us how building 
workers fully supported the squat, 
ContributlonB were then invited 
from the assembled hordes where¬ 
upon a WR P me mber got up and 
gave their standard speech 'world¬ 
wide crisis,... only ^SLrty of the 
working class^, .support you com¬ 
pletely, . .drone drone drone... ^ 

An anonymous squatter then 
warned people not to trust the Lab¬ 
our party or the Trade Unions or 
the short-Ufe bousing co-ops be - 
cause he had been evicted a Lab¬ 
our council and had a potent 1 sqi^t 
amashed up by a co-op. He was 

well received when he told people to 
teust Only themselves and their c?wn 
actions and not any revolutionary 
party. 

Then after the hat was [tssed 
round to help keep the campaign 
gOtng the nneetlrvg sort of drifted off 
into informality. 

Since the Kilner House sqiat start¬ 
ed, the people there have been kcep- 
trig video recordings of all the import¬ 
ant events as well as going out to local 
tenants of Binrrllar blocks and inter¬ 
viewing them. 

We were invited to see these videos 
and we crowded into one of the very 
nice little flats to watch. 

The meetings were interesting for 
their lack of bureaucratic procedure 
and their Informali^, ^oblems were 
discussed openly and easily and were 
usmlly sorted out. There also seemed 
to be a very sirong feeling of comm¬ 
unity. There were people who had 
been referred to the squat because 
they were in desparate need who were 
normally very straight and would never 
lave dreamed of squatting and it was 
very cheering to see these people on 


the video responding so warmly and 
openly to the new community they 
were In, h&ny of the barriers of the 
isolation of living in council flats 
were clearly dLsappearlng as the 
people became part of the community. 

The response of the local residente 
when they were interviewed was also 
surprisingly friendly. Moat of ihe oldbr 
people thought it was crlmtTal to put 
council properties on the open market 
and thetr feeling towards the sqtBt 
was Summed up by one man who said 
"The GLC deserve if. 'iTie feeling 
seemed to be different amongst the 
younger people though, who had no 
real opinion on the squat but thou^t 
It waa OK to put council flats on the 
martet. 

The squatters have also put out a 
small newsfaper TCllner from 

which the accomjanytng graphics are 
taken. 

As we go to press the torri cades 
are going yp at Kilner House and by 
the time you read this It will probab¬ 
ly all be over. But the feeling at Ktl- 
ner House even amongst those who 
had never squatted before, seems to 
be that this is only the beginning, 

DS 



ISLINGTON Council has introduced 
a S3 per week levy on all short life 
property In the borough, 

Ucencees are forced bo pay two 
rents. One to the groups which act¬ 
ually rra nage and repair the iroperty, 
and one to the council for nothing 
There will be a niass picket oT 
felingbon Councillors at the Town l^Ll 
on December 4th from 6pm when die 
so-called labour Council will be de¬ 
ciding on action to take against the 
Uce ncees (probably eviction) if they 
continue to refuse to jay the levy, 

pauloegbge. 
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Fasdsm, Fighting & 


Freedom 


THE I£FT la off A plamiad 

'counter-tie roonstratlon* list the 
British Move ment In London neirt 
weekend Is an estample of recent 
attempts to recreate enthustaSTn for 
the And hb£! league and reverse 
the flagging interest in the myriad 
political parties of the Left whose 
nwmberBhip Is generally declining^ 

In something rese mhUng a ^idclt a 
fascist for Christmas' campaign^ 
the heroes of the revolutlorL have 
got over the trauma of Maggie's 
ascent to the throne with the real^ 
tsatlon of their impotence which was 
heaudlulLy illustrated in the Day of 
Action on Ma.y 14th and ihe Right to 
Work march last months As a result 
they have burned their attention back 
to a clearly identifiable and more 
easily access!bte enemy, Fascism, 

In the form of the NF and BM» Here 
you really can see results; plenty of 
blood, plenty of shouting and plenty 
of running about* The trouble is, If 
they really meant to smash fascism 
by smashing heads they'd have to 
begin wi th that sacred cow, the -work¬ 
ing class in general, the biggest 
bunch of reactior^ries ever seen. 

But who's going to crack worker's 
skulls ^nd by the logic of the Left 
become fascists themselves,) 

What worrteB me is tliat many an¬ 
archists and genuinely passicnate 
indtvldicils will get caught up in the 
approach of the Left (most force- 
fuUy represented by the SWP) as 
they did several years ago, by the 
tUusLou of 'significance' and end¬ 
less promises of decisive aetton. 

The reality ot tbs situation is that 
any resurectlon Of the moribund ANL 
will only jrevide the oppertunity for 
those 'activists' living off 'wlat T 
did at lewfsham' stories to regain 
their street creCflblltty and refresh 
the illusion of themselves as rev- 
ohitlorATies, in a purely peripheral 
action which poses no threat to the 
actual opiM^essars, who are already 
in power. 

It Is naive liberalism to argue that 
the - WF is a polittcal power base. 

It Is merely a diversion from real 
government attacks on living stand * 
ards; the incorporation Of official 
Trade Unions into the slate appar¬ 
atus of control In order to recuper* 
ate opposition; the development of 
the technological efficiency of the 
repressive apparatus of the police 
and army to deal with any social 
unrest; and the bloody use o| any 


level of violence fco n^intain power 
as we (^n eec in Northern Ireland. 

The NF may want to suppress all 
opposition themselves, but neither 
Maggie nor any government Is llisfi" 
ly to land over power like good 
little democrats. B the NF stood 
absolutely any chance of winnlt^ 
the election game, those already 
In power would }ust change the rules 
or as a last resort ban them. 

Today it is the institutions Of 'dem¬ 
ocracy' that consolidate a central 
and fundamental shift tn power rel¬ 
ationships whdeb Fa seism used to. 

In gerrrany example, It was 
fascism which converted laissez- 
faire capCtaEsm into modern bur¬ 
eaucratic state capitalism, Ln fact 
every aspect of fascism which could 
udefully be Incorporated into the 
modern state has already. A slate 
with the mass media and Trade Un¬ 
ions tn its pocket and a hl^ly 
trained and well equipped police and 
army at its disposal does not require 
help from ex-servloemen, skinheads 
and paranoiacs. 

One argument used heavily by 
inany leftists comes, slgniflcaTiitly, 
out of the mouth of Hitler himself, 
tt claims that the I^zi |Brty could 
have been stopped if nipped in the 
bud with utmost rutiilessness. Rdt 
they forget that social, economie 
and political conditions provide the 
opportunity for the growth of fascism 
of which the NF and Adolf Hitler are 
the result. Had Hitler been crushed 
gome oftier i^Jty would have taken 
advantage of the situation. Fuhrers 
are two a penny* It Ifl then, the 
social, economic and politl<^l 
systenns wWch determine these 
conditions which we must destroy, 
not your unemployed skinhead* 

One thing is undeniable; fascists 
still beat up blacKs and minority 
groups and this is important. It is 
a perverted bourgeois mentality 
that is more indignant at the 'illegal' 
violence of the NF and BM than thie 
Lnllnltely greater 'le^T violenoe of 
the state* Having said this, we must 
neverthelese prevent thu^ beating 
people up, but not by engaging In 
set-pieCO ribalistic confrontations 
In which busloads of 'actlvlets' des¬ 
cend On an area for a couple of hours 
street tigbUog* This la no substitute 
for tfie Organli^tlon (permanent or 
temporary) of local defence. Leav- 


tng it, as the authoritarian left advoc¬ 
ate, to [TOfessloivI anti-fascist 
street fighters is an idea that is elit¬ 
ist and encourages a passivity In 
those who are most directly affect¬ 
ed. It is necessary for the local 
people - and it Is these locate who 
must fight the betttes - to break 
out from this ^ssivity, to explode 
the myth of leadership on which all 
government depends, for It is this 
very obedtence that allows fascists 
and other authioritartans of whatever 
political colour to take control. The 
cathartic effects of an autonomous 
attack on the op|re8sm:'s Is the ess - 
ence of liberation as the Bristol 
rioters could probably tell you. 

Even for ourselves as aiarcMste 
the vangiJU'dtsm of the Anti t^zi 
League or^nisatlons and thetr creat¬ 
ion of an elite of streetiighters is a 
real danger, because you can bet that 
these thugs could equally well be 
used against us as against the NF or 
BM, and jrobably will one ^y. 

The liberals and fellow-travellers 
would like to ban the marches and 
thus escape the conirontations* But 
to set up the leglgtatlve machinery 
that could tn other ctrcumstances 
bs used against liberate, aiarchists 
and socialists as well is just bloody 
sulddc, 

It is obvfOTJs that we muat irotect 
the right of the NF and other fascists 
to freedom of speech against both the 
state aiki the organigationa of the left. 
However much we detest the filth which 
they may spout this IS in our own Klf- 
defence. The state and possibly the 
authoritarian left are constantly att¬ 
acking the chances we have to te 
beard as revolutloifiries and he Ha 
bells we have firecious tittle oppor¬ 
tunity as itisl 

The NF and BM exploit a vacuum 
In poUttcal and social life, they have 
not Invented It, The left, reacting 
hysterltSrlly, avoid tlw real [rcib- 
terns of racial irejudice and brutal 
authorKaTlanlsm in ordinary work¬ 
ing people* The irrational fears are 
not eradicated by kicks in the teeth 
but by tackling the causes, not mere¬ 
ly the material condtttona of housing, 
working condlliona, unemployment 
and Inadequate social facilities but 
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FASCISM, FIGHT1E*G & FItEEDCM (cont. from p* 5) 


also the funifimental perversion of 
relatlonshipe between people uniter 
capita4 generationB of authoritarian 
enchainment and innumerable pol¬ 
itical lies. 

The end of faaclsm can only be 
brought about as one aspect of the 
transformation of society in which 


authbrttarlans and elitists, with 
their greed for political and person¬ 
al power and with the Impera- 
□mllty of their Ideologies (both left 
and right) will be dethroned. 

When these liars have gone so 
will fascists. 

D.E. 


Hasie for the Harshes 


This article has 

cut due ta lack of space 


What is special about the M arshe s 
Waltham stow M arehes are the only, 
true marshes remaUiing in the Lea 
Valley. It was always Common Land^ 
used ter gracing in the winter and 
haym akiog in the summe r, by a 
system of Lammas Rights. When the 
rights fell into disuse^ the Waltham ^ 
stow Corporation Act of 1934 made 
the land Public Open Space. 

Waltham stow Marshes has been 
descrlbea as the '^n in the City', 

To quote from a leaflet: 

The M arshes provide a place of 
relaxation in a highly built up area. 
They arc an oasis of wilderness 
where the pressniireG of urban life 
cannot tmpinge .., 

And all this 10 minutes walk from 
the snarling traffic of Lower Clapton 
ROAd,' 

THE THREAT TO THE M ARSHES 
The Mar^ Ware owned by the Lea 
Valley Regional Park Authority. Their 
plan is to extract grave 1 from the 
Marshes over a 3 yfax period, using 
part of the rosuitfiig lal« for water 
sports and filling in the re st to 
provide yet more playing fields. The 
GLC, after a ve ry strong and success¬ 
ful campaign, tumsd down tie appli¬ 
cation taut the LVRPA decided to 
appeal to the Department of Environ' 
ment and a planning enquiry is 
inevitable, 

QBJECTKJNS TO THE SCHEME 
There are 5 main points.” 
destruction of a,unique local amenity 
true country-side in a built-up area 
where many households even lack 
gardens La the n%in point. Other 
points are the destruction of a unique 
Landscape - loss of an educational 
facility of potential and actual value 
to East Enders. 'Here we have a ve ry 
ancient meadow that has somehow 
survired right in the heart of the cliy, 
THE CAM PAIGN 
The campaign consists of locsi 
people on both sides of the Lea, who 
believe that tht Marshes are unique and 
must be saved. They have been 
campa^gtliig for a year now and need 
your help. Campai^ secretary, Jane 
Nash, 93MayolaRood, London, E.5. 
tel: 01-993 1765. 


BENEFIT CONCERTS 
Among the local people who support 
the campaign are some extremely 
gifted musicians. Thy have very 
generously given their time on 
several occasions in the past year 
and through their efforts the campaign 
has benefited enourmouslv 

The most recent concert took place 
in the upstairs rooni of the Hackney 
Trades Hall in Dalston Lane (which 
was Opened up by no less a 'liber¬ 
tarian' than M ichae 1 foot, P. C.M . P. 
On Nov 26 1977 according to a plaque 
on the wall - remember the name?) 
and It was marvellous music, excell¬ 
ently performed and happily listened to 
by an audience that Included babes 
In arms and octogenarians. 

The programme given by John 
Nash gi^tarlst, St-.'art Deeks, violin 
and Bob Winqulst, viola Included 
pieces by Joseph Haydn, J. S. Bach, 
Jaques Ibert, Edward Elgar and 
Joseph Kulfher. I was particulady 
moved by their rendering of Bela 
Bartok's Roumanian Polk Dances, 
pieces which Bartok recorded in the 
field among the Szekelys, the little 
known, very poor and to the preseut 
day dreadfully persecuted people 
of Trajisylvonla^ yet without whom 
there would be no 'modem' music 
in the world today. John Nash's 
and Stuart Deek's transcription 

for violin and guitar was poignant 
and the'complaint' of the idolm on 
the high register was an. uncanny 
reminder of persecuted humanity. 

A great occasion. The campaign has 
also published a book on the fauna 
and flora of WaJtham stow Marshes. 
Very Intermatlve. Avaiiahle from 
the above address, (About £1 -npp.) 

John Rety 

Gorreetkm 

DtlE TO the gross Inefficiency, neg¬ 
ligence and iDcompetnce of Roger, 
Steve and David who shall remain 
nameless there Is an error on fage 
12 of this weeks revlew^The article 
beaded ^The Economics of Nuclear 
power ^ should be headed 'The Eco¬ 
nomics 01 Nuclear War,' 
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readers of the Hungarian daily 
newSi^T^r '^^gya^ Nemset' are 
yet to be told of the existence cf the 
Polish Workers Movement, 'Soil- 
da^lty^ Source: ^Magyar Nemzet',) 


ARDENT communists ehoukf also 
know that the Hungarian Communtst 
^rty, after the electoral defeat of 
1945, opened its doors to ex-lfezi 
activists in Order to increase Its 
membership. (Source: Scho^lln ex- 
Hungorian ambassador bo Sweden, 
now retired in Norfolk, who was 
part of the dedsion^raking clique 
that has since 'regretted' It.) 

BEST thing le to start the quote; 
Datly Telegraph, Frlttey November 
14, 1980. 'Detitrts Morris' remem¬ 
bers the 'Blitz': (after a description 
of war-time experience In Goventxy 
following the devastation) he writes; 

'One wonders In nuclear terms 
how best to uphold the morale and 
well-being of what will be a huge 
and veryscattered Cringe population 
of Uttle-li^nKd but desperate 
people deirlved of services deemed 
essential. How can Government 
Keep in touch with the governed, an 
essonttal if law and order are to 
[revail over amrehista or vandals 
presented with the easy fruits of 
destruction,' 

'Without doubt, On N. Day 
people's main radios will be mute 
through failure of the electrlcify 
supply, whilst battery sets will have 
a relatively limited life,, .etc.' 

■Dennis Morris' then describes an 
Information network that ought to be 
sst up ' located below ground with 
periscope -type loudspeakers'. Then 
from a Mnd^ghtCroin 40 years ago 
he forecasts; 

'After a nuclear attack, puhUc 
morale - the ultlinate factor In the 
surviv^kl of a democracy under stress 
- will not be influenced by isolated 
acts of leader^ip^ by Royal example 
of comi^saton, but by careful, extsn - 
Bive and intelligent Government 
planning. One can only hope that thia 
is quietly being done,' 

Are we not entitled to know.^ And 
anybody know what the blurted-out 
N, Day stands for? 

fepe 

(Please send your observations to 
FREEDOM for this occasional 
column) 
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LET’S 

BIOT! 

The recent CNlD rally raiaad foine 
IntercEting points. Tha dectiq mat 
no police a^^Fcaaion a a long as it 
atayed on the proscribed route- 

trying to airoid our proBcribed 
iTiedicine-anniHilationJ but total 
repress Lon the instant marchera tried 
any deviation* 

The authorities weH .mderstand ' 
the political passivity and will to 
obey implied by the act of sticking 
only and completely to a lagatised 
route. They will apply every effort 
to Btop any deviatiati as a mob 
choosing Its own route iaathrSAt 
to the established order and a mob i 
under police control is not. Under 
the logic of this system the police 
will shoot ua to protect nuclear 
Institution a ; If'we are to savo life 
on this planet wo will have to defeat 
the police on the streets while not 
getting massacred. 

The CND rally started smoothly 
enough with iOOOO gathering in Hyde 
Park and then moving down the 
police tube to Trafalgar. Creation 
ftebel played a short set hampered 
by poor stage management* The 
CND speakers spoke for several 
hours during which the attempt at 
a separate demo was staged* 

A band mounted on a truck pulled 
into Whitehall 100 yards down from 
T5 and a seperats group of people 
from TS tried to Join them and go on 
Co Westminster* The police reactiaU 
waa to seal off Whitehall with a double 
Cordon and 70 nervous policehorse a. 

People milled threateningly Series of 
Smash the fascists' and'Police state’ 
rent the air for a few minutes but the 
few lacked the righteous fury 
average Paris or Amsterdam demo 
so battle was postponed. C^e day. . . . 

Back at the foot of Nelson's Thing 
the police were still holding the press 
area but were brushed aside by Killing 
Joke"! fans wh^n they went on to play* 

Th 

on the day* T ho Pop Croup than played 
a set Which was amputated wheel the 
pigs enforced JDCC bylaws at b pm 
and turned off the PA. The crowds 
then dispersed rather than riot. 

Future demoa will have to reproduce 
the spontaneous and violent fury that 
is a regular feature of European demos 
and was raised to an art by Paris 63. 

To shy away from this conflict is to 
accept Armageddon, if we are to change 
change the dircetlon of this society. . . . 
Only demonstrating days till Xmas. . 

Richard 



Iin>lAHS& 

BELGUHS 

May 1 draw your attention to the 
fact that the 4 Russell Tribunal 
takes place in The Netherlands at 
ths and of next month. It takes * 
place on the subject of the rights of 
the (American) Indians iti the Ameri 
America's (North and South). It 
takes place from the £4Eh - 10th of 
November 19^11 at de Doelen^ 
Schouwburgpleiti 50,Rotterdam* It 
is organized by the Foundation 
Workgroup Indian Project an-d their 
add re s s is Bloc mg rac ht 90,1C915 T M 
Amsterdam, P. O* 

IOOTEH Amsterdam* 

I,we,know that Some aepecta of 
American Indian life and expression 
turn some anarchist comrades off 
in particular W ASP-anarchist a, but 
that should not stop us having a 
sympathetic (at least) look for their 
fight lor survival* And I believe 
that if morn of our comrades here 
in Europe and across the Atlantic 
had a more serious look and listen 
at what traditional minded Indians 
eepecially in the USA say and write 
and do they would realise that there 
is much more than expected* 1 
personally think that American 
Indians can help US to analyse 
cpaitalist western Society better 
than anybody els** 

This propaganda letter is intended 
to spread the knowledge about the 
4 Russell Tribunal on the Rights of 
the Indians among OUr anarchist 
comrades so that they spread it 
further. But in case some com- 
rSides need an excuse not to get 
interestedj, here is one. Ms* Jo 
Richardson MP will be sitting on 
th* tribunal * .. And maybe another 
excuse: there has been an article 
in th* Europa section of the Times 
on 7 October by a Jaqueline Cirapin 
(Le Monde ) on the {NortliJ American 
Indians. She dots not mention the 
Tribunal but ah* believes that the 
, survival of the human race Is at 


stake! If the Indians don’t survive 
we will neither F- 

Love and Anarchy, 
RICHARD* 

P.S* 

May 1 also ask for solidarity with 
five Belgian comrades which at 
present are waiting f*r trial in 
Belgium. They had been Caught 
about f our month s ago damaging a 
ship carrying nuclear w^rSte. They 
did Some damage but unfortunately 
not enough t o st op the ship. But in 
the process of being arrested they 
get beaten up and the largely right 
wing press in Balg ium called them 
terrorfsta. . . . 

Our Belgian comrade* are trying 
now to build up some internatioual 
Solidarity and I'm determined to 
help them with it as much as I can. 
See for eKample October flO News 
from Nowhere. May be you can 
gat some Comrades joining me at a 
picket on the next few Saturdays 
from 9-30 - 1^A5 at the ticket 
oiiicB ot Sabena the Belgian airline 
in Piccadilly* 1 will write some 
placards and pnn^ leatlets* 

FUNDS 

DonhtlQiiL recievfid October &lh- 
Tfoveniber 12th Tntl, 

DB FECIT FUM) 

J*D* E4;*tH>; Leeds. S,B* £3*00; 
Wolverhampton J,L* £1*50: J.E*W, 
E 0* 50p ; J, M, London £ 0.50pj 
London SE3 £7*18; GorX K*D* 50p 
London H,D* £2* 00; Hull N. V* 
£3,tH>; Oslo, Norway* H*B*M*£2,00 
London I, J* £6* 50j Fife J*H* £ 1.50; 
London A* L,S* £1* 50; Hull P* M* 
E1*00;L*B* £5,50;St.Andrews 
l.C.S* El,50;St,Cloud,MlnT5*USA 
M*G*A* £l7,00;Fals'worth M*J, 
£1*36; London SW15 E0*50p; 

London L. F, £5,00; Glasgow J*H* 

£ 0*5Op: Souths nd R*B. £3*30; 

Los Angeles, USA S,S* £7.60; 
Sommervlle, h^ss. UEAW*N* 

£4* 50j Wolverhampton J* L.E4,50; 
J*K,W. £1*00; 

TOTAL =1*89*69 
I¥eviously ackiiowledged=£1306*84 
total TO DATE =£1456*53 
FREMBBS FUND 
Wolverhampton J* L, £8* 00; J*D* 
£4*00; London T,H,0'D, £3,00; 
London L.S, £20*00; London H,D* 

£ 1, OO; Oslo, Norway R, B, M* £2* 00; 
LondonE3 £0*50; London L*S, 
£6,30; Fife J,H, £1,50; London 
A, L,S, £1,50; London NWS £0,60p; 
Glasgow J*H* £0,75p;Troy, NY 
USAD,T*W, £42,50; London L.S, 
£12,50; 

T0TAL= £112,15 

RfevlouBiy aeftnowtedged » £495*82 
TOTAL TO DATE = E 607*07 








FREEDOMCOIMTACTS 


Thifl liat shawa all groups who hav'it 
gjv4D uB ait aoldrsaa' II you want to 
b* on it - drop us a lino. 

mTERNAIlQNAl 


AUSTRALIA 

A usiirfllian Capl1;al Territory 
Reaearch t He^outcei Cod tre fir 
Iiibertarlan Politica and Alt^^ 
ernatlve Life-Styles^ 7/555 
Northaore Atc^, LynehaiD^ 

A.C,T, 2602* 

New Soutti ffaleg 

RlacJt Ram, PO^Box £50r Lar- 
lin^hurst, NSW 2010* 
Diflintegratorr PO Box 2^0* 
Bondi Junction, Sydney, 

E y dMy Anaroho-Synd ic al i a t a, 
Jura Books Collective^ 

417 King S'treet, Newtown* 

MSW 2042* 

Q ueenaland 

Libertarian Socialist Organi¬ 
sation , FO Box 2fi6, Mount 
(Jravatt, Central 4122* 

Self-Manageraent Organisation, 
PO Box 552j North Quay. 

S outh Auatralia 

Adelaide Anarchists, PO Box 67' 
North Adelaide 5006* 

'Vi ctoria 

La Trohc Libertarian-Saclal- 
letSTc/o BRG, La Trobe Univer- 
flity, Bundoora* Vic. 5025* 
Monaah Anarchist Society, o/o 
Monash Uniyeralty. Clayton, 
5163 Melbourne* 

Libertarirtn workers far a Self 
Managed Society, FO Box 20, 
Parkvllle 3052. 

Chummy Flemljlg Bo?kahop,26 Reg- 
eiit Arcad*,4H> Toorak RoAd^Sauth 
Yarra(Libartd^riaa Warkart thopj. 

Western Australia 
Freedom Collective* PO Box 14, 
Mount Hawthorn 6016. 
llberterlan Resource Centre* 

PO Box 205, Frecnantle 6160, 

Tasmania 

c/o 54 Kennedy Street, 
Launceton 7250* 

N£W ZEALAilTD. 

PO BOX 2042, Auckland* 

PO Box 22, 607 Chriatchurch. 
Daybreak Bookshop* PO Box 
5424, iMncdin* 

CANADA 

Open Road, Box 6135, Station 
G, Vancouver B,C. 

Black Cat Presi, Po*l Office Box 
11261, e; dmcat^n Albe Tt 4 , 

U. S, A, 

Arizona 

Malicious Boollgairs (anti¬ 
nuclear), 1110 W 2nd Street, 
Tempe, AS S528i, 


Autonomia, PO Box 1751 San 
Pranciaco, CA 54101* 

Libertarian Anarchist Coffee¬ 
house, meets last Sunday each 
month at Cafe CoEunons, 5161 
Klflsion St,, San Francieco, 

M innesota 

SoH ci~~Liberty, Box 7056 Pow- 
derhom Station, Minneapolie, 
Minn* 55407* 

Miggouri 

Columbia Anarchist League* 

PO Box 5B0, Columbia* 

Missouri 65201* 

& ew„ Yp_yk 

Libertarian Book Club, Box 
842, GPO New York, NY 10012* 
SRAP/preeepaee Alternative U* 
555 Lafayette St*, New York 
City, NY 10012. 

T exas 

Houston SRAP, South Post Oak 
Station* PO Box 55253, 

Houston TK 77055* 

WESTERN EUROPE 

Federal Republic of Sf?rman_v 

Sc tiw r G qc kle t(B1ac k Coc ke r«l), 
cfo A PcfltfaLcb 4623,7600 

GTaBWUT£ftl(graBB raots) c/o W HertlB 
G r 1720 rich ipp Bee ZS^Zl Hejrtburg 90 ■ 
Schwar^er Fdd«a(Bl4ck Thread] 

Obftre Wiehermarlctitr 1,741 BBucling^: 
Libcrt^d Verlag, 6br Schmuck^P3Bt- 
fach 131,1000 Bexlir 44 
AUSTRIA 

Liberte^Pcstfach ^6,1013 Wifln, 

Monte Verita^NeuatirtgaBse 33, 

1070 Wien. 

FRANCE 

Pederatioh anarchist e franc¬ 
hise *3 rue Terhaux, 75011 
Parle* (Groups throughout 
Prance)* 

Union Anarchists, 9 rue da 
I’Ange, 65000 Clermont Perrand, 

ITALY 

Autogestione, Casella Postals 
17127* 1-20100 Milano. 

Grupp Hem D a.y, Gi ovanni Trapaui, 
CP6130, Rome-Prati. 

The Netherlands 

Be Vrije Socialiat, 

Postbue 411, Utrecht* 

SCANBINAVIA 

Denmark 

Aarhus: Regnbuen Anarklst Bog- 
cafe, Mei^lgade 48* 

SO00 Aarhus* 

Copenhagen: Anarkiat Syndical¬ 
ist Bogcafe, Studiegtrade IB, 
1455 Copenhagen, 


FREEDOM PRESS 

In Angel Alley 

t4b WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET 
LONDON El Phone 01^247 9^49 

Rainbow Anarchista'of the Free 
City of Christiana, c/o Allan 
Anarfihos* Tinghuaet* Prlstaden 
Christiana, 1407 Copenhagen. 

N orway 

AffORG -7 HOXtvedtV. 31 B* 

1451 As* {Publiah ’Polke- 
bladt' 4 times a year.) 

Sweden 

Syudikaligt Forum, Tenatiaritaa 
Gata 51, II 65 I.Stocklholm, 

Syndlkalistiskt Forum (anarcho- 
gynd. Bookhop), Husagatang 5, 

41502 Gothenburg [tel.051* 

152504). 

FINLAND 

AnarkistiryhfflB, c/o Terttu 
PesOhen, Neljas Linja I 4 B 85* 
00550 Heleinkl 55. 


Events 

Direct Action Movement dobAte on 
unemployment it the Two Sbipfi 
HoteljHope StreetjRcMchdalo at 3ptn 
Thursday Novomber 27th* SpsaJeer 
Jim Potty TGWU. 


Anarchist Centre: Meeting to di«cuBt 
premiies on 11th December 7.30 
at Conway HaJl.Red Lion Square 
near Hclborn tube. 


Tiyifde Anarchists public forum: 
Politica.1 Aspei:ts <^1 Nuclear Power 
7pm Thursday 4th Dece mbor^Wnll- 
g*le conference roem^Dundee. 


March and Rally for Peace : an all 
Yorkshire march will take place on 
6 th December assemblinjg; at llatn 
on Wf^odhoUSe Moor* Speakers 
inclL,de Bruce Ke'i: and Melvyn Bra^g. 
t^O-□rdiaated by Lioeds Action tor 
Peace. 


Conference: Anarchiem^Society and 
E due at ion - sponsored! by Reele An- 
archiat Croup January 17 th/lBth 
1961 * Please send items for dis¬ 
cussion documents requests for 
information to Keele AnarohlBta^ 
c/o Students Unlon^The University 
Keele^ St afford i hi re. 

Sab. Sates 

n^LAND £7 

OVERSEAS 
- Surlkta nail 

CAiiftda .. C $18 

USA ***,**,**..,^jj* $35 

- Alrmafl 

Auatrkl^Bla **(**,.,* € 9'*50 


CRcACt^ . C$22,50 

Europe £8 

A . ...I $20. 


Distributed in Britain by A Distributioi^ 
182 Upper Street, TsUngtonj London Nl* 






































The Anarehism of 


HUXSnBHER 


SINCE Mix Stlrner'e Th& Ego atm mg Own \na pubUsbed U 
1344, lt» autiiDr has been the subject trf controvErBy, He haa 
been called, among other things^ a precuraor of fascism, a 
I^Oneer of ByrKficallsin, an egoistic nlhtUet, an exlstentfaUst 
"'before the letter"* More than anything else, however. Max 
Sdrner has been connecteti with ararehlsm. 

Of course, U has been maintained by some thatStlrtier can¬ 
not be classmed as an amrchlst* n.^w* k* Fa tens on, for ea~ 
anifile, In his lull-length crlttoue, The Nthillstlc Egoist* 

aJ^gruBS that Stir tier's phil^Dj^y is Lncomi^tible vltii 
atSFcHtsm. Stepson Identlftee anarchism vrlth the moral 
Ideals of certain evangeHeal aoclaltats who want a world of 
"universal low and brotherly cooperation", and thus t^s tet 
rule Sttrner out of the anarchist court. H one accepts Fater- 
son^s deflttftion, then SUrner was certainly not an ararchiet. 
But If One does not see amrchisin as a form of egalltartan anf 
democratic coiamunlsin, then his objection does not hold* fn- 
deed, its irotobli source was indicated by the late Enzo M&rt- 
uccl when he wrote in his fa Pete ms of Stlrner ; 

Tht quctEii^R bilWBcn Anarchlit* archiat* 

bchtn badly tram th« itan. We afo nut ecus- 

Cfjxned with whttlhirr anarcliy or arc by C-wn cement 
the beat tecial reiatiom., cr hFing about the m/jat 
CATTiplete Under standing and harmony between, indiv- 
Iduali. We try, iaeteadj En dlacuver which 1* the 
mpat ueeful far the readlaatieD nf the individual. 

Althou^ Stlrner did not call himself an accirchlst. The Ego 
and ms Own la the moat trenctant case for the iTiJlvid'ifll " 
against authority that has ever been written, 

Stlrner ;roctalma hts cauae to be himself, the utilque one, 
comclous of his egotam, and acornlng the Stafe"‘Goa. Human- 
Ity, Society — and all the other abstract ’Tspooks" In which 
the Individual is supposed bo believe. 

"Away, then, " he writes, "with every concern that Is not 
altogeHnr my concern^" 

"Whata good,What's had? Why,l mys«lf am my con- 
Corii,an.d 1 am neither gao4 nor bad. Neithpr h*B 
fneuning lot ms.. The dlvtne Is God'e cpncern the 
humaLa'4.,rnan. My concurn ia neither the divine, noF 
the humenf not the Bt»od,tru«j juat^freejatc. but aolely 
what ia mine and it ia not a general qne,but it la 
uftidue. ae f am unii^'Lifl.. .Nothing i* more to me than 
myaali. " 

To mate myself my own cause Is bo become a self-owning 
Individual and ao enter Into perpetual confUcL with everythtng 
Outside of me for which my allegiarKo Is claimed si^ my obed¬ 
ience denAtvted, Certainly there are and are always lltely to 
be forces *- both natural and LnsUtutioi^l -- tiutare cnore 
powerful tian I am* But they lAve no authorl^ In my eyes, 
and If Tam not strong enough to overthrow ttem, 1 will evade 
them In any way that I can. 


The state Is one of my enemies, fcr its purpose la at all 
times and In every ptece to subordinate my Interests to tte 
Interests, to extinguish my particularity with the gewratlty 
of Iba laws. 

Every state it a dgipotiam . be the despot or 

or |a# one id likely to imagine about a repub¬ 
lic) If all he lorda^-- i.e. deepotiae owr one ano¬ 
ther. Tqf thl* is the raee where the law given at 
any time, the expreaaed volition of (it may be) a 
popular aiacTTibly, li thenceforth to bo la,w for the 
individualj tg which obedipnee is due from him,or 
Lowerd.# which he haa the duty of obedience* If one 
were even to conceive the -case that every individual 
in the people had expreeeed the same will, and here¬ 
by a Complete "collective will" had come Into being, 
the matter would still remain the eame* Would I 
not be bgund today and Henceforth to my will of 
yeeterdayT' My will In thi* caae wguld be frofon. 
Wretched etabllityE My creature -- Eg wit a part¬ 
icular expresalga of wiU -- would have become my 
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Remew 


cc»nnni4ndffTi Bui I in my will, I ths CTflati^r^ Jhoul4 
be h^ivlorsd In my Oow ajid my diisnluEmn; bec^upq 
I wap a fo*! yoflterdiy I muat mmain such my Jife 
long. So In the Jtatt lile I am at heat -- I might 
Juat aa wolJ aay at wupat -- a bandamao o( myseli. 
Bncauae I wap a wilier yesterday I am teday without 
wIUj yesterday Voluntary, teday Involuntaryr 
How change it ? Oily by recognising no duty -- i.e, 
not binding myaelJ nor letting my a a If be boundiH If 
1 have no duly then I know ns law eltheri 

Sttrner, however^ tifts eid time lor thoee vhQ rebel against 
the domlT^ttoii of tba state In order tb replace ttwlth the dcrTT- 
liHttb-n of "society'''. Society to net scniethlng created by me 
In collaboratlDn with you for the attainment el a specific etid; 

It Is not an a saoclagotL of seotgfa^ It is something tnto which 
lam born wIBiOut choice and from which T must free myself 
U I am to become fully my own. This cannot be the case If 
the horizon^ 1 authority of ‘"society" 19 Substituted for the 
vertical authcarlty of the slate < 

Against the coercions of state and soctety, Stirner advoc¬ 
ates the formation of assoclattons of ec^s ta when cooperation 
between inrflvldt&la is ei^dfent. ThceVaHsoclatforta are 
temporary and voluntary. They have nothing ‘^cred" about 
them atid eictst purely to serve the Interests of those who com¬ 
pose them. When I consider an association Is of no more use 
to me T will atandon It without oerennOny, since at no ttme do 
r cotistder myself under any obHgstlon to It. Association Is 
thus the Opposite of society^ 

SHrner, tJuerefore^ rejects tho communist Ideal of mating 
society the owner and provicler of the means of life: 

Comm uni a m ^ by Ihe abulliLi^n of all piersonaj rop- 
■ *ny^onJy pr4J,a«g me back *EiU m^re Into d«p«ad- 
vneo upon, another -- on Iho generality ur col- 
lef;^tlvity; and loMly a a it always attacka the "Elate" 
what it IntaudE ia llaeli again , a it atatue 

conditluQ hindering tn.y frofl mivementj a eovct-eign 
power ever me. Cctmmuniim rightly revnlt i againet 
the prejEUre I experience Jronn individual preprlot- 
erffh but EtilL mere harrible ia the might that it puit 
in the hand a ni the collect I vity + 

For Sttrrftr, proiSTty Is necssssry for his well-being, but 
tt ts not to be found In the In^Usod properly system of cap¬ 
ita llBmj ntt" In the collectivised property system of the com¬ 
munist. "Prot^rty" ts what I have the power to ap(r opr sate 
and nrnKc my own, IrrespectlTe Of the "law" or the^hommun- 
Ity". Wo scruples about [i-lvftte (k'Operty as a "totel concept" 
will stop me from theft If this Is the only way i can survive. 

Wor will 1 be halted by the moral Imperattves of the community 
if T desire to have [roperty of iny own and I have tte might to 
set it. 

Stirner regards m ^Lty as one Of the forms Of domination 
Over tile IndlvIdtsL TMforal domlc^tlan is even more binding 
tlAn tho oxterifil constraints of the slate and soctety as it Is 
exiressed In tho Internalised authority called "consclsnoe", 
a mode Of self-IntlmKbtlon often favoured by the reHgtous 
(Sttrner remlnda us that the word "Yellgtous" comes from a 
lAtIn word which means ''to Mnd"). This Is the most difficult 
form of authority to shake off, for, while 1 can unscrupulous¬ 
ly rebel against the external Impoeftlons of the law or social 
custom, to rebel against conscience seems Uice rebelling 
a^Lnst myseS, None the less, the Stlrnertan egoist dissolves 
this spootc along with Uve others, and becomes an amoraUst, 
living 'Ijeyond good and evil" even when iruiience Irdicates 
an outward show of eonlormlty. 'Tam neither goiJd nor bad. 
Neither has meaning for me," 

The late Herbert Bead once wrote of The Ego and His Own 
that It stocic In hlB gizzard, Ha cOuUl neither dlgas E ^ tir tier 'a 
pMlDso^y nur get rid of It. Sttrner Ms presented this prob¬ 
lem to many of his Interpreters, ^rtlcuterly those who sought 
to solve tt ^ Sweetening his views and Incorporating tho m 
Into doctrines he wonld have spurned with a few sarcantlc 


words. Daniel Guerin, Itr instance, tried to do this In hte 
booit Amr Chism , but he had to conclude mournfuUy tlat 
■Btlmer'^s synthesis of the Indlvldiff land society remained 
halting and Incomplete. In the thought of this rebel the social 
and the anU-social clash and are not always resolved, Tte 
social anarchists were to reproach him for this, quite rlght- 
ly." 

The reproaches of "social amrchlsts", llae those of Gi^rln, 
are a [roduct of wishful thlnhlng. If not outright Ignorance, 
Sttrner's ai^rcMsm Is thoTOiigljly Individualist affi. far Irom 
wanting to reconcile the Individual with society, was aimed 
at di ssolving society Into Its component Individualities, To 
tryTo n^Re of Mm yet another soolaL synthesiser Is complete¬ 
ly to misunderstand him. As John Carroll has remarked, 
'^tlrner’s uncom^omlslng advocacy of self-realisation sets 
him far apart from other anarchist philosophers, especially 
I^oudhonand Kropotutn, He would have regarded their 
scrupulous plans and halcyon dreams as abstract and relig¬ 
ious In the extreme, not far removed In sptrtt from the 
mllteiArlan vision of WHUam Mcn-te's News from Nowhere. 
Sttrner Own prolonged Introspection gave Til in a psycholog- 
Ical percet^vlty which was too down-to-earth to permit f^phlc 
muBlnga -- It is this 'realism' tlat imhes his brand of anarch^ 
Ism the one most congruent to today^s situation. " 

StJjner as a critic of authority and an advocate of the 
’^anarchy of IndUiduals" tas yet to be Biirp.ased, He slgn^ 
posted a way of rebellion and of afflrinatlve IndlvldiAllsm 
that depends on neither the changing but superficial fortunes 
of the political scene, nor the fickle servlUtles of the aceph-^ 
alouB mob. His greatest acMoveinent was to create The 
and His Own and so provide a perpctioil source of Intellecfial 
ammunition for those unique ones who succeeded him. In the 
words of his bi Qgrapherr John He nry Mac key; 

"He did wlat he las done for htmself, because U was a 
pleasure to Mm, 

^He denanded no thanks, and we owe him nothing, 

"He las only reminded us of our Indebtedness to ourselvesT' 

S. E. PARKER 



"E that the white HOUSEjE that yOU,ROfmiE, 
MAGGIE CALLING,I'VE JUST HAD A MARVELLOUS 

idea„lets organise The western world to 

BOYCOTT THE THIRD WCRLD WAR ." 
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FORWARD TO THE UM 


T HAVE written that hletflr? repeats ttsetf first as trage ^7 
and then as farce and U m/ ctaim to tflve compaunded this 
platitude is false then sue me. On the 20th April 1^0 the 
Cologne Dadaists decided to hold thetr first 'The First Dads 
Event'. It was organized by Maj Eriistand B&argeld and whtte 
it was exciting It is recorded that even the work that was to te 
given away free failed to find buyers. There wag the tnevltabW 
cries of Obscenity and commiinlsni over the use, one ansumasT 
of the revamped marxist slogan IHtettanteri erhebteuch! Dil¬ 
ettantes arise; and the fact that a young girl wearing her first 
commuolon dress stood within the enhibltiDn and recited 
poems of Jacot vanHoddls, All iti all it was happyttme with 
Imitation blood and IV&s'b historical axe chained firmly to a 
tree trunk for the visiting firemen to hack away to show their 
simulaled ragg. By IT and OZ standards of l9hD and I960 It 
was watered down feger, Baargeld was one of the fouwiers of 
the Rhineland Communist ftrty and In 1S19 the left of fcft 
I»per Der VentEbtnr that he directed and which contaiixd 
poems and articles by Max Ernst had a run of 20, QOO copfes 
therelore anything that they became Involved with lad by their 
nature to be of interest. Yet one feels that in politics and in art 
It was the vicarious pleasures of id hills m that was the toey to 
their actions. Having cocked their snoot at the local Estiiblteh-^ 
ment the Lnevitebte took pUce and htex Ernst'e uncte acting in 
his other hat as the public prosecutor issued a warrant for the 
police to close the gallery but as In all good Heagan style B 
movie9 the white hats won when it was fouTvJ that the only pleee 
of good clean public filth on display was Durer^s etching of 
Adam and Eve, What made the 1920 Dadaist esdiibltlQn of note 
was that to enter the exhibltfon ttat was held In a room behiivl 
a cafe one: had to go through a public lavatory and Into history. 
The h&tioml Ptn-trail Gallery is an austere tmEldlng wherein 
one nods to the attendant, walks up the stone steps, Is handed 
Ones press hand out and visually records that the current ex¬ 
hibition is on one's left and the wine table red or white. Is on 
the right. Every one is very polite and there Is no horseplay 
with the mad pete cr the bearded Dutchman and the ^Ek^ess office 
women have the shy trembling charm of Pre-Raphaelite paint¬ 
ings womanpersonwise, U is this simple fact that makes the 
he^rt pound and the blood stn-gie when on 4tering the l^tionAl 
Portrait (Ellery for the ' The Gentle Eye' exMblilon of photo¬ 
graphs by Jhne Brown of the The Observer newspaper one was 



directed down to the public lavatory, Ctec gives a shy nmilte 
and whispers ^later' and asim to be directed to the exhibition 
and three polite attendances point down to the public lavatory 
and In that sltuabon one can only lake history by the throat 
and with One hand on one's zip and the other holding the ^ess 
card descends Into the unknown and there was t}» exhlblUon 
and there at their email table were two st^r ircBspersons, to 
nty right was the exhibition, to my left was the red aivl white 
and wltMn touching dlsEatice was the public too. All else can 



"The Bathing Pool Do^b' by Staiiley 


Only be an antl-clin^x In this re-run of history 1920/1980. 
Honesty and good faith demand that I speak of Jfene Brown's 
photographs and all that one can say is that they are pteasant 
studlea of a rtumber of minor eelebrilies of our sge who did 
little harm to the world In general and writ their i^mes 
small DC the arse of history and we who will never attain to 
being Poet Laureate, ArchbishO[^ Sir or Cardinal sneer only 
because I am sick with jealousy but I will wver hold ttfit 
photography is an art form so that pretty Jane I wish you well. 

It wcuM seem that we are surrounded by the dSsire of Bie 
Observer newspaper to educate the Islard Race artwlae for they 
are responsible for the Stanley Spencer exhibition within the 
Royal Academy. Spencer was a IvLlHant tteHten^an ajki be 
could fill the gre^twall spaces bo that the [alnttngn merge 
Into a great unified whole but having rwapped out his great 
fresco I feel that he became lazy and that the te-ush work be¬ 
came of little i EDport for the excitement was In the Initial lay¬ 
out, In his small self portraits he is a magnificent cotourist. 

In hfs landscape magnlfLoent, In hla great talntlngs of the Clyde 
ship warkers there are brilliant areas of red hot welded metal 
but In the fAlnUng of clotty walls and people he became sUpshod, 
The Academy can take pride in this exhlbEtlDn and in the great 
catalogue which one must assume is a definitive work of the rmn 
as artlat, Ls Spencer a great painter and 1 would say no. His 
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lame ta purely parochial in relation to these lelanda and [ would 
place him alongside men auch as Dlego FtMera^ One Is Impress¬ 
ed by the sheer welf^ht of the subject matter. Ow Jiaa an hlator- 
iCAl asaoelaKon with It and that Is what ateys In the mind but tte! 
longer one stays with these great Efilntiags the more one la con¬ 
scious of their llaws, T honour a brllUant palntier and congratulate 
the Aoyal Academy ol winning the Jacit pot for at lor#; last giving 
the visitor their entratico fees worth. Dut one camtot say this of 
tlie 'Treasures from Chatsworth^ The Duloe and Duch^ae of 
Devonshire trod the light tentestic on the press day as the fourth 
estate searched for this wine and I wish them well for their title 
has a Rowlandson ring but of the treasures thon not for me^ I 
do not dispute that all in all U is protably worth aUitons of E££ 
but to my innocent eye it Is Hue so much of these great heirlooms 
no more tten juns Jewellery cast In gold and decorated with 
whatever pretty taubtes that One has* There are drawings by 
tnigo Jones, van Dyck and Rembrandt and own them and you 
cannot go wrong etc but one nrmst bow tn the Duchess' teste in 
that she has a number ttf watercolours by Lucian Freud who is 
our finest watercolouriSt, But the 1607 Knlphausen ’HawK' 14^ 
inches high reminded me too much of Sam Synde and the iviaitese 
Falcon and I feel that If 1 won that or the Delft tulip vase at a 
bingo session I would land it hflclt fcr a bottle of whisky rather 
than be seen walking home with It fod taste made acceptable 
only by venerable age, as they said of my late and untemented 
grandfather. But whftt I do like is the fine catalogue with its 
civilised Introduction 1^ Sir Anthony Blunt. It is nice to know 
that old Sir Tony made this exhibition before he dropped his 
clanger. He was laughty but he left lesser types behind. Sir 
Hugh Casson UtA is one of those happy typss who arc destined 
to appear at the end of every speech 1^ those in command, A 
Small and cheerful little iran who smiles through one and is the 
ideal ftrfionneI Officer for some great Corporation on a rifling 
ixarkatand why not, Esso Itetroleum and the Solomon R Gugg¬ 
enheim Museum liavo presented the [Aland Race, within the Roy¬ 
al Academy, with the work of eight artiste and they have iiamed 
it in a mom&nt of mental aberretion 'EirEtish Art Now'. Diane 


Wald man inade us a long involved epee eh that must be fodder 
for so many a mid American art college but one looEts at the 
work upon the wallSjand condemns it out of hand. It cannot be 
accepted as British Art now for It is no more thten the usual 
sjap happy abatracts^ tree trunks^ plaster boulders and aU the 
Other third rate trivia that Bond Street Junked ten years ago. 


Sir Hugh CasflOn lenped like an aged aup^ycnan ^ 

^dded seats and made his bow to Diane for her speech and 
tills exhibition and then irade hla fate I mistake by asking for 
ernestiona and Tasked and repoat that if this InsignlIicaTitab¬ 
stract work is 'British Art Now ' then why does Sir Hugh, and 
I am a right crawler for a title Duchess, not give ft irLde of 
place among all the representetloifBL work that fills his Summer 
Exhibition and Hugh Smiled and answere'd with a aen answer 
but he knows lam right. 

There is so much rubbish around the Town but one should 
not compteln, l^ul Jenkins with te^y slap happv worn at Gimp- 
elwlien I'e Is capable of so much good abstract itelnting. Old 
ilctor Fismore ]:^dding along along in. the upsteirs gallery of 
the Royal Academy with his regtoialabstractione on display 
and the pleasure to ta lk to the old njan and to remember his 
fBst work with pleasure. The awful rubbish of tie late Canad¬ 
ian pointer .teck "^ush In tlie Serpentine Gallery and do not let 
ufi S}£ah ill of the unknown dead but let us at least lave the 
honesty to condemn bad work badly executed. Yot there Is 
salvation and it is not the rent paying portraita of Thomas 
Gal ns borough that will lie around cornrades when we arc dust 
but again to the upper air of the Royal Academy for the ex¬ 
hibition of tte lale Algernon Newton who slipped his mortel 
coll in an off beat uTOment In 1963, Introduced by Mcholas 
Us her wood ihey aro beautiful i&lnttngs of a decaying aiti a 
dying London, like the American small lown pilnters they give 
us a world of early morning or dying light, 2Clth century Can- 
alettof their beau^ lies in the empty streets and empty hearts 
and tW Bllenoe that the gaiidy boys of Hrltlsh Art Now will 
never know, ARTHUR hlOYSE, 


The Economics of Nnclcar Power 


THERE'S no use opposing nuclear weapons without oppusing 
an war - quite obviously. Therefore It is important to examine 
some of the causes* and possible results of war. War is an 
imporlant ]»rt of capitalist and authorlterian society, includ¬ 
ing the state capitalists in China and the USSR; and nuclear war 
Is not as significantly different from conventional war as most 
people liTAglnc, 

In the early days of nuclear weapons and tlie cold war in the 
195 Db and 60s the policy in building: tip nuctear weapons, [sirtly 
because of the crudity of the weapons technology, was for large 
scale nuclear destruction and holocaust. America had a policy 
of Muti^l Assured Deetructlon which was supposed to be so 
horrtbli? tial no-one would possibly ctere to start a nuclear 
war. 

This is all Clanging, Weapons: technology has dcvelo]ted to 
a stage where nuclear war can and poss.lbly will be used as a 
Ic^cal extenaton ctf conventional warfare. Nuclear weapons 
are getting smaller and more accur^i This means Uiat rel¬ 
atively small scale destruction could take place If the countries 
concerned limited the scale of the war. This Is ter more likely 
to happen amongst small countoles not ffirt of NATO or the 
Soviet bloc - especially under pressure from these two. 

'There are now smaller and more powers with nuclear weap¬ 
ons. At the time of the Cold War and Mutual Assured Destruc¬ 
tion nuclear ca^bLUty was Only held by ^ailo, the Soviet Union, 
China and France. 

On September 2Snd 1979 South Africa and Israel set off a 
nuclear explosion in the south Atlantic, Brazil, Iraq aixl P 3 .k- 
istan arc all known to be close to nuclear capability. Ft>utlctens 
In many other countries are keen to get their grubbyinitts on 
weapon and nmny of these are now being sold nuclear power - 
for tnstenoe the I^llipplnes. 

All of these countries are in unfiteble areas and a a mall 
scale nuclear war coutd easily flare up somewhere like the 
Middle East. 

tike other sorts of 'war, nuclear war destroys wealth faster 
than it can be created, tt was pre'^-ioualy thought that nuctear 


war would be akin to Armageddon and Einstein even said that 
If there was a nuclear war then World War TV would be fought 
with bows and arrows. 

This Is no longer true. If a small scale tiucloar war took 
ptece then capitalism would make rrassive ^ of its out of the 
reconfllrucHon as happened after World War fl In Germany and 
Jkinn who now lave the strongeet economies in the world. 

These capitalists are the very same ones who are manulactur- 
Ing the weapons. They donU want to see a holocaust any more 
than we do because they can't make profits out of It. World 
War m coukJ still conceivably be fought convenCioually. 

But they can, and do, make irofits from luanufacturing inc¬ 
reasingly Obsolescent weapons to destroy wealth and then make 
more profits out of reconetructing that wealth - always at tie 
exp?nBe of the workers. 

And now they have a better way of doing it. war also cures 
unemployment because the unemployed are p^'essedinto the 
army and the weapons Industries, War kills off those who are 
not kept busy at home. Small Scale nuclear war could do the 
same. 

But li all they want to do is to cure uitemploymentand make 
(X^ofite by tehing over someone elsc's industry Intact they have 
the neutron bomb which kills off the Opposition poputatton but 
leaves its Industry intect so that the mtional industrial reserve 
army oi unemployed and others can be moved in to get tl^ ind- 
ustey busy at making them profits with the minimum possible 
delay and without all the probtems of reconstruction. 

So tiicy now can make the chotoa of how to make their Fffoltta 
from war and at the same time cure such slight embarrass menta 
as mass unemployment and a dejxessed economy, as well as 
stirring up a bit of national irlde to keep the workers from 
thinking about capitelisnn and provide a good excuse for round¬ 
ing up subversives. 

And in the meantime they make their profits by selling thetr 
weapons to armies ol all sides regardless of their fake i^tlon- 
al pride, 

DS 
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Jean Paid Sartre 

1905-1980 


Introdnctioii 

iJEAN R^UL SARTRE died this year at tlie of 74^ 
Essentially fiar Sartre t persor. 1« their life, their worh - 
what they do. tYltiee and com me nla tore nor malty attempt to 
descrthe, explain and evaluate the characteristtcs of Sartre's 
^odlglous worfc in phlloaophy. paychology* literature a™3 
politlca^ in terms Inbernat to and derived from ttatwork 
For example^ tn berms of the eateries of his early, pre- 
'94 "pure’ existentialism, or tt« later, post-war, sopited 
Marxist or 'hbjTxlst-exlstentiar concepts of, say, Satnt 

tlie Crltigoe of DUtectical Reason or the *1*1535^0 
four -vclu me stud^^ of FlautefE 

To me. howewr. Sartre"* life and worit can heat be com¬ 
prehended In terms of four closely Inter-re la ted categories 
which may ajgf^r alien or foreign when applied to Sartre, but 
In reality pr^de the most adequate framewark for any 
critical evaluation of hta work. The categories are: Reason, 
Fadicaltsm. UbertarlanismardAnarcMsm, 


Sartre’s Rationalism... 

Sartre la, in the first place, a man of Reason, a Rational¬ 
ist, and this tn at least three senses. First, fn the sense in 
which we think of Kant. Voltaire. Humboldt, Mill, Freud or 
Russell, as memtera of the secular rattonallst EnUghtenment 
tradition, with its dominant Insistence that Reason ehouid 
govern the omotlonB in thie lives of people, and not conversely. 
K, In Freud's image, people"* pessione are the power-prok Ed'* 
Ing horse, then reason should be the controlling and dlrectLon- 
glvlng rider. Second. Sartre belong to a distinctive sub- 
tradttlon of the Enlightenment typified above all by HegeL 
Einstein and l^rx. This sub-H-tradition place* special emphasis 
on the power of the rational Intellect to comprehend or 
approj^ate reahtyj and, in the case of Marx, to change it. 

For the dtsttnctlve Marxian variant, to which Sartre Is closest 
In spirit. Reason, whilst not by Itself sufficient, Is always 
necessary for changing the world. 

The third Sense In which, throughout all the pMses and 
stages of hlB diverse work, Sartre Is a Rationalist, is the sense 
In which he remains Indebted to the Cartesian Ratlonaltsm of 
French Philosopher and MathemaHclan, Rene Descartes. As 
Sartre slated in 1944, . .there’s only one of our people 

(te. French thinkers ) who tas any ix^ofound effect on my minfl. 
ana tiut"* Descartes. I consider myself a descendant of hlS 
and apical to the old Cartesian tradition... ’ 

In a more recent 1969 Interview In New I^ft Review. Sartre 
accurately described hls major work on existentialism. Being 
and Nbthjng^Sfl , as 'a rationalist philosophy of conaci-ousiwM^^ 

It was all very well for me to dabble In apparently non- 
ntlonal processes of the ItMilvldual, the fact remains tliat 
L"Etee et Le Ne&nt I s a monument of ratioTiftllty. 

Sartre adds Ihaf'Th the end It becomes an irrationalism, 
because It cannot account rationally for those processeB which 
are 'below' conscious ns as and which are also rational, but 
lived as Irrational^. 

Rending Freud shocked him: Iwas Incapable of under- 
stendlng him because 1 as a Frenchman with a gooa Cartesian 
tradition behind me. Imbued with a certain rationalism, and 


T was therefore deeply shocked by the Idea of the unconscious. 

Despites Sartre"B subsequent efforts to do Justice to Freud's 
insights, in whats French psychoanalytic friend las termed 
hts 30 year Icfve/hflte relatloushlp with FSychoftnalysis, and 
notwltestending bits efforts In Saint Genet, the Critique am 
hls Flaubert to go beyond Descartes, there remali^a profound 
sense In which he bias been unwilling or unable to liberate 
himself from tbie conceptual framework, -fetters, if you trefer- 
of the rational Cartesian individual. 


-.Radiealism... 

The second essential characteristic of Sartre attd his work 
Is his Radicalism. By this I mean a fierce deter mi [^tion lo 
get to the roots oftbie prohtem ( of theory or practice ) tn 
question. For EarCre, as for h&rx, to be radical is to peiutrate 
to the root, and the root for man Is man. Sartre"* constant 
concern In every domain of ’pure" and ’socially' applied" 

resson with which be has bieen concerned, has been to under- 
stent and change tb»e world' of human reality, by means of 
r^cal Intellectual {including imaglhatlve 1 theory and praettoe. 
(I abtould say ’praxis’ for Sartre because, as we"11 see, one of 
his radical thews regarding humans is precisely the nonsep- 
arable unity of thought and acKon.) 

Sartre ^ves clear expression to the point of hls radical 
humanism in tlie New- Left Review Interview mentlcncd earlier. 
The point is .’to provide a philbsoidiLcal foundation for real¬ 
ism. Which In my opinion in possible tcpday, and which T Iwvo 
tried to do all my life. In other wards, how to give man both 
hls auto-nomy and hls reality among real objects, avoiding 
Idealism without tepBing into a mechanlsttc materlmltsm', 

Sartre’s radical Intellectual temperament, hia desire always 
to draw the radical (logical) conclusions for practice from 
hls radical diagnosis of any phenomenon. Is well exemplified 
in hls theory of human nature tn Being ami Nothlrignesa 
Ftople exist - are always and only attuated - in extern 1 
futetural and social) condlUons: 

'What rnen have in common. Is not a nature, but a n^ete- 
l^yrflokl comlltlQTi; and by that we mean the combtcatlbn 
of constraints which limit them a ^lorL; the neoessltv 
to be born, arid to dlej that of being finite and of dwelling 
ip B wcrld among men. For Ihe rest, they constitute 
Indesixuctlble totalities, whose Ideas, moods and acts are 
secondary and dependent struCtoreB, and whose eesenUml 
character Is to be slt^ted , and they differ among them¬ 
selves ag their Bituat£dns“differ, ’' 

(Eltuattons H, p£2.) 

In thus emffiaslslng ths exterial (natural and eocUil) 
condltlonB In which we ItfilnicV'eiqwrlflnce and act, Sartre 
neglects fto the point of Jienying) what mon a* different as 
Freud or Chomelcy regard as the most Important determlmnt 
of human nature: the Internal or biological condiUoTis of our 
slti^tlon.. In shiort, our biologically ^veii mental atyj 
physical ca[Acitles. These, for both men, determine tl» 
range (scope and Umits) of possible forms of expression fin 
thought and deed) of human lAture, 
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^rtre’s denial of bfologtcal conatrainta or fnlETnal 
oondlUona, and his emphasis on the external condlttons of our 
sittfLtionT follows from Me radical view that inen produce 
Iheir own natures as a product of their free (undetermined) 
choices and aetionB. (DecEdtng or chooeing what to do - 
cbooaing silence or decLdlng to do nothing^ for example - is 
itseU a mode of acting, fcc Sartre,) 

In Sartre's words: 

everyone in the eighteenth century thought ttiftt all 
men had a common essence called human tmtore 
ExletentiaUsni, Oh the contrary, maintains that In man - 
and In man alone - exletenoe precedes essence. 

This simply means U«t man first Is, and only suboecruejit’ 
ty In this or that. In a word, man~r[iiu8t create Ms own 
essence: ft la in throwing himself Into the world, suffer 
log there, struggling there, that he gradually defines 
Mmself, And the definition always remains open ended: 
we cannot say what this man Is before he dies or what 
nanMnd Is before iflaa disappeared..,. existentialism 
Is nothing but a certain way of envisaging human <iueetions 
by refusing to grant nuan an eternally established natxire., ” 
And te concludes: 

"AllT can say > without wanting to insist too much on the 
slmtlaritlea is that it isn't too far from the conception 
of riAn found In For Is it not a fact that Mkrx 

would accept this motto of oxiro for man: make, and In 
nAklng make yourself, and be nothing but what you have 
made yourself. 

(A More Precise Characterisation of Existentialism 

-iW75- 

(it Isn't possible to discuss here the relations between 
the thought of Sartre and at each Stage of Sar^e's 
InteUectiail-political development. To anticipate my final 
thesie, however, [ wou^ argue that Sartre^s unsuccessful 
efforts to be (slmullaneous.ly) an orthodox and an orlglnal- 
creative hfarxist in hifl later woris, nO' less than his 'pure' 
ExlstentlaUst works, are essentially forms of expression of 
his fundamental underlying intellectual and political 
ArArchlsm.) 

Rotarittng to Sartre's radicalism, I haven't sp&oe to 
dlscuse the details of the reirAtning radical features of 
Sartre's Existentialist theory of human nature: his view of 
BltiAted men as always free to choooe and act; his theory of 
the mind as essentiaily conscious, a la Descartes; his 
account of re la Hone between persons, and specifically 
between the sexes; or his radical: theory of responel^Uty: 
we are not only cnuAllymnd marally responstbte for all emr 
acts. Whenever we choose and act, as we continuously 
must, we choose a whole world, for the whole world, for 
everyoiA, By our cowardice or courage, ag expressed In 
Our patterns of work and love, culhiro and consumption, tw 
less than tn our more overt pollticat practice, we choose to 
allow the existence of concentration and extermfration 
camfA and neutron bombs, genocide in East Ttmor and mass 
starvation tn Kampuchea. I can be free only if all are free. 

Di deliberately using these themes from Sirtre's pure 
Existentialist phase to illustrate his Radicalism, lam not 
Buggestlrtg either that the post-1945 Sartre's philosophical, 
pAychologic&l, hterary and poLtttcAL works are less radical; 

{T that Sartre has not (more or less) radically revised his 
views; still leas tfat f am uncritical of them. It's 
obviously impossible to attempt such a detailed critical 
STKlysis here. It must suffice to say that 1 would agree 
with the - only apparontty paradoxical - self-assessment 
offered by Sartre on the chccaslon of his seventieth birthday. 

All his errors, persoml and political, 'pure' and 'applied’, 
derive from Ms failure to be as radical as he COuld-hence 
should - have been: 

'Tu general. It always comes back to not lAvtng gone as 
far as possible In my radtcalifim. Naturally In the 
course of my life T have nAde lots of mistakes, Urge and 
small, reason or another. But at the heart of if 

all, every time I nAde a mistake it was because I wag not 
radfcal enough." 


...Libertarianism... 


So far I've discussed ^rtre's RatfoiAUsm and his 
Radicalism. Now T want to focus on his Ubertarfanlsm, 

By Sartre's constant, life-Long Uberterfan views on human 
nature and society, I mean first, his insistence that human 
thought, experience and behaviour Is free - ie, undetermined, 
by either internal-biological or exterral-soctal causes. All 
men have - hence should be free to exercise - the capacity 
for free thought and action. Even in his most extreme, 
almost comical efforts to do the Impossible and turn himself 
into what he thought was a good orthodox hbrxlst, Sartre 
never atfindoned this hbertarian conception of human mture, 

(1 pass over In silence the fact that tlis libertarian theory of 
human mhire presupposes ixedsely what Sartre denies Or 
plays down: assumptions concerning the extstence and 
attributes of biologically given mental and physical ca'^scltles,) 
However, even, In Being and Nothlni^as, Sartre recog- 
ntzed tlAt the social and natural condltlonB In which men are 
situated, more cr Ibbb severely limit ouT freedom of action. 
(The "Marxist" Sartre will attempt to characterize these 
conditions in terms of class rc^Hons and relations of 
material scarcity,) The essential point is thatfer Sartre a 
theory of human freedom must have huijAn liberation not 
merely as its subject, but as its object or aim: ” a theory of 
freedom (must) explain what the forms of alleiAtion ore - to 
what extent freedom can be manipulated, distorted, turned 
a^l ns t itself.... " ^ If-Portrait at Seventy ), 

Thus it is tint, f^oughout ail his developmental stages, 
Sartre conceives of human liberation from (men-made) causes 
of unfreedom ag hls funi^mentftl concern. The point of under¬ 
standing the world is to change it. The condltton for Hie 
freedom, eqiAlily and just treatment of each Is the freedom, 
equality and just treatment of all; 

"If man Is An object, it Is tor another man's use. And It 
Is these two ideas - .. man Is free, man is the being 
through whom nAn becomes an object -wMch ttefine our 
present status and allow us to understand opixesslon .,, 

Our liberty today Is nothing except the free choiee to fight 
Ln order to become free . And the iFfiradoxlcai aspect ol 
this fte-muia simply exixesses the psradox of our 
Ma torical condtti on. ’' 

( Reply to Albert Camus .) 


... Anarchism. 

Finally there Is Sartre’s Amrehlsm. But sicely - you 
iiAy ask - however else one may choose to descrlbs Sartre's 
efforts to uTv^erstend and change the world - Totalitarian, 
Fascist, Communist, RomantlCr frrattonalist. Idealist, 
Nihilist, Marxist, ExlstentlalLst ,,, are just some of the 
labels appUed to Bartre - he is not an Anarchist, On the 
contrary, though Eartre's ArATChlsm Ias jassed through 
various ptfisea and forms of expression, underlying and 
unitlTig all hls efforts to criticise and change society has 
been an uncondiHonal opposition to all forms of cenfrallsted 
Or even unsqdil possession and exercise of power, TMs La 
the source of Sartre's opposition to authoritarian State 
"socialism”, and In Articular, to Stalinist Ideology and 
practices, no less than to the forms of "bourgeois demo¬ 
cracy” a the institutions of capita list society. 

Throughout, Sartre Iab been an anarchist In the sense 
specified Adolph Fischer; 'levery acArchlat is a scciallat 

but not every aoclatist is necessarily an aimrohlet,'' 

Clearly, Sartre's li^rtarlan socinllBmis Intimately 
related to hls radical egalitarian and democratic views, 
views which ore ex^essed in his plays no less than (for 
example) hls role as Executive Ih^esldent of the Russell 
Internatloral War Crimes Tribunal on 'billed'' conduct in 
tndOChlTA, In Ear tee's own words, 

''I have never allowed anyone to Ihold power over me, and 
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I have thought Uat anArchy - which la to say^ a 

society lithout powers - must be brought about. 

f Self-Portrait at Seventy ) 

TruPt Sartre jub vehemeutty criticized apouttcal 
^UnarcMsts^'who lnvote the Ideal of Purity att excuse tor 
dc^ag nothing" (recall Hoederer* s bitter denunciation in the 
1948 ptay^ DLrfa Hands ], perhAps because as a young man 
hlB own acArchisQc thought^and behftvlaur was Initially of 
this kind (comifire the secoftd volume of SlmoiH die Beauwolr^S 
memotrs). The young Saftf* feared that soclallarn might be 
incompatible with Indlvidtal freedoni and his radical egalitar¬ 
ian and democratic views* In the course of Ms Intellecbisil 
and political development^ however, he soon convinced him¬ 
self thAt socialism - le, libertarian, not author Itartan - 
State ''socfaUsm" - was rather the condition for Individual 
(lance collective) freedom and eqiAUty* 


n 1 b this funtbmental,, life-long Anarchism which underUeg 
and excesses Itself In Sartre's work In philosophy* psycho¬ 
logy* politics and literature - In his ExtstenUallsn] no Jess^ 
than his orltlclsmB of Stall ndst h&ndst Ideology and practice* 
in his support for radical Antt-j^ychlatry no less tJan inhts 
post-May 1069 so-called ''ultra-lelt" pollllca* Sartre 
recognised this explicitly hlntself after the events of 1^1 b. 
May 18-68 when he stated; ’Tf one rereads all tny bootES* one 
will reahse that I have not changed fwofoundly and tiat I 
lave always remained an aiArchlst. " 

Theae* then are the four easenidal attributes or deter-' 
mlj^nts of Sartre *^8 life and work: his f^atfonallsm* his 
Radicalism* Ms lihertarlanlsin and hts ATftrchlam. They 
are also wlat make him* for me* one of the few great men 
of OUT time. 

Pat Flaragan* 


BABTLOH: more than a film review 


FILM reviews rarely, 11 ever, question the velidUy of a film 
tn social and political terms. They are merely preoccupied 
with a synopsis of the plot, a few commenta on the script, and 
an appraisal of the actu^* They are, after all, being used to 
sell, (or not sell), a fUn. to their readers.''Baby Ion" has 
tried to force out of these sterile conmientators more than lust 
the usual and asked them to condone or coiafemn 

message. The 'liberal'papers, senstog their credibility 
threatened, have therefore had nothing but praise, though 
limiting it as mucn as possible to the Iranjcwork of an obiecttve, 
even aesthetic* nevlsw. A brief mention, almost In passing, 
of Ita pier It as a social aocumenlary* and swiftly onto the next 
likn review, before a conclusion needs to be drawn. After all 
social continent Is not supposed to be their iob.(Maybe it should 
oe, tor they arc the ones who spend hours in the derkuess 
examining the workings of one of Bociety’a most potent prop¬ 
aganda weapons.) What we need though is more than a film 
review. 

Many readers will already be familiar with the story Line 
and background to the film as it is currently being heavily 
publicised. Suffice it to say that ll deals with one week in tlv 
life of a young, black. West Indian man, iu one of Londons 
closest equivalents to a racial ghetto, Brixton, Into that week 
is condensed ahnost every facet of life nonmaily 'associated' 
with young blacks, Reggae music, Rastafarian lam* ganga, 
police brutality, mugging, while raclsn- and fascisEu, family 
troubles, confusion, alienation, oppression and a great amount 
of frustration, By all accounts it is an accurate picture of what 
it is like to be a young black In Britain. 

All this is seen through the eyes of one young black, it Id 
sDoken in their dialects ( sub-titles are used extenslvly), and 
played t» thetr rnles*Tt does not wholly condemn nor exonerate 
any part of the society it deals with. The police are merciless 
and brutal* though in their eyes a young black wandering the 
streets at Sam* must seem like a fair targot for 'sus't The 
white fascists ./racists are sparked off by the incessant* and 
loud, reggae music that disturbs their steep. The young blacks 
themselves indulge in petty theft, a mugging ( very much dis¬ 
approved of by the main character), and are often a consider¬ 
able nuisance. Though one's sympathies are directed over¬ 
whelmingly in one direcUon the fact that what is presented is 
a social problem, experienced by and affecting all, and not 
the Individual actions of 'good guys', and 'bad guys’* is never 
logotten* 

The film Is merely Stating that for young blacks in loday^ 
Britain, lite is hard and unjust and that this frustration and 
oppression causes peopk lo react in ways ihat are anti-social. 

(in any society]!. Nothing new to be sure, but it was stated on 
C^Uufokl In a manner it has never been stated In before, ft 
loc^d and. felt real. 

CoEDlng back to the Job of a reviewer* Some one at Hank**, 
feels that, to quote* "This film nseds you and you need It*" 

This must of course refer to ail the radlcal/alternitive papers 
that were probably also invited along. Can It be that the 'film 


needs the seal of approval from the anarchists and the left, to 
help restore film companies' credfbtHty after tJ* oraMught of 
trash tlat currently engulfs our cinemas* and get ub to cough 
up the exorbitant entrance foes once again?Maybe in 
"Babylon's" caae^ yea, for those that will appreciate it wiU be 
the liberals and radicals, and* more than anyone else, the 
young blacks whose llfe-styles it depicts. { S has been given 
9. totally unwarranted "X" certificate In a political move to 
try and stop anyone under 16 iron seeing it.) So are we being 
a.^d fo help Rank Distribution sell a film 71 After ail it Is not 
an anarchist film* unless you count as such any fihu that 
decries the p-esent slate ^ aifatrs, Ut offers no answers* no 
sofottons arid a confused conclusion. (Why should it), But all In 
all It is a good film, s film worth seeing, a film that graphic¬ 
ally portrays Just what Is wrong for certain sections of our 
cCEnmunity* though ilfaiso a film that does not tell us how we 
might consider changing that society. 

If people start to think, or re-think, after seeing it and go 
on to act* then it will have succeeded. IT mflaochlatfc Uberate 
fill the aisles and come out with pained conciejnces and nothing 
else* it will have failed. If you need, spurring to actfon or 
merely want to have the pleasure of having a problem you know 
exists and are fighting against, vividly stated,go and see it. If 
you only want to sympathise with oppressed young bUcks In a 
sick SOcfoty, then go home and forget about It, stay away* 

'*'sus' Is a law enablinR the police to stop ueoole In toe street, 
it is usually used to harass young blacks* 

*'*Rdnh Distribution is handling the film in Britain* 

Stefano. 
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(Caw4b ). 

KEW THIS WEEK 

Pluto Rreaa: The Big Red Diary 19B1 Including a dtrectoTF, 
btk! anessay bn ffili'^ai's the me, TTtOTj^as, and another on 
Britain uader^ffic torjea^ £2.00 (ITpl 

FIAYSCRIFTS 

*51ovart Bird and ^ter Hobtlotta : Tbs wobblles 82pp* per. 

£2.00 (21p>. 

Dario Fo; Aoclden'^I Death of an AiarclrlBt 45pp pir^ 

£1.50 ( npl - 

B.TRAVEN 

TheWldteR^ 2 09pp. p^r. £2. 50 (Sip), 

Will Wyatt t The who was B. Traven. 33Epp. cloth, 
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BENJAMIN R, TUCKER 

*StBlie E^oclallsm and Amrchla m, and other essays, 37pp. ppr. 

£6,55 ( Up),-----^ 

*Infltead of a Booh: by a man tOb tausy to write One, SlZpp cloth 
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^Individual liberty iSelectloniS from the wrltingie of Banjamifi: 
TuClsfiT* Edited by C, L. S. 394pp cloth. £S. 05 f 75p ). 

A MBCE DIANY 

.^mee Hinton : The Rrat Shop Steyt^ds Mb^:^nt , The shop 
stewards move mo nt from c. 1910 “ r02l^>. 352pp cloth. 

£15.00 (75p ). 

I^tr Cerny ; Czechoslovakia 190S. London Solidarity pamphlet 
No, 55, 48pp. ppr. £1, 00 (21^. 

ranee lalxdle : Selected Easayei Edited by James J. 
Martin. 76pp. pir, £ b, ("21 p‘}r 

* The North Amertcan A narchtat. October/November 1200. 

£ 0*25 ( I4p }, You can subecrlbe to this via Freedom Doofc- 
shop if you wish tcr £4. 50 per year (12 issues ). 

* The First Inter natioial Syrnpostuin on Anarchtsib , Febuary 
17 - 24 12B0, at Lewis and cWk college, Rjrtiaiid. Oregon. 
USA, Schedule of eyenta, 22pp, p^.^EO.lO (I Op ), 

* Hetro Ferric l Atflrchlste In Film. 15pp. ppr. E 0,20 ( 14p } 
A piiper presented at Ihe afore nKnUOned symposium. 

initauan 

Camlllo Berneri t Eptstolario Inedlto. Volume Prjmo. 157pp. 
PIT, £2,75 { 26p ). PubUehed by the Archivo Fam4|:1la Berneri 
Ftatola. Ibly. 

Fa bio Santln and E Us Fraccaro; la Ftlvoluzlone Volontarla j 
jOtografla per tnnn aglTd dl ErrlcoT^aUte^^ ,! ItEpp cloth. ~~ 
lar^ forint. £5,o5(El,21 ). Test in IbUan - a atory in 
pictures of the Ufe of Errlco MktatEsta, Beautiful grai^lcs 
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Through the Anarchist Press 

LATEST issues; 

XTRA; Nimber 7. 3Op. The Paper tor the Armchair Terr¬ 
orist, including articles on dafendlog yourself In court md 
advice on squatting. 

BLACK FLAG. VoL VI No. 5, Nov, 25p, Poland, HorSt 
Mahler, CNT and 'Anarchism andWorlt', 

NORTH AMERICAN ANARCHIST. Vol. 1, NO.7, Oct/Nov, 
25p. 'The Newspaper Dedicated to Direct AcUon^^ also 
ioolfs at Poland. Plus "Theological Ecology" and "Anarchic 
and Organisation," 

SOLlDARnY FOR SOCIAL REVOLUTION. Nb, 14, OctyTtOv. 
25p, "The Left ^ Who Gives a Damn?" plus MASSIVE pull^ 
-out feature on^ you've guessed, Poland. 

LZB ED. No. 29. Auttann. 40p. "Bias in Books" and 'Women 
on Wottiea". 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

NEWREALZTY KCMIX, Ist issue^ 45p. Available from 
Freedcmi Bookshop or direct from NRK, Box A, c/o 14, 
Southgate, Bradford, BD21 2DF for 45p + l{)p postage. 
PAGAN CHRISIM AS CARDS, Ten for El, 50 from Norman 
Xles, 3B1 Marine Road. Motecambe, Lance. 

THRILLING TALES OF WORLD WAR m - a two COlOuf 
poster IT" x 23"- 40p plus ZQp postage fnxn Luddite Euier^ 
prises, 4 AgsmeEnnon Road, London NWS. 


Big Red Error 

THE Big Red Diary has become a Isft^ng institution Since 
It began ail years ago, R is in &ct a little sodaUst diary, 
published by the TrotsKylst Pluto Ftess, which normally 
contains some poUttcal n^terial at the begtnrdng, a political 
directory at the end, and a seriea of entries on some [Artic¬ 
ular theme scattered through the y«ar. It was a good Idea, 
tt in always well done, but It La atnaya disappointing,, and the 
1981 edition (now available from the FTeodom Bookshop at 
£2) is typical. 

As usual* It la beautifully iroduced. The Introductory 
section describes ^'Britain under the Torlee" In detail, but 
strangely omita "'defence", and ends with an attack on the 
Labour I^ty which nKist Trota supported at the last election 
and will Support at the next one. This year's thesse la 
"’Utoplaa", and there are fifty-odd entries on various real 
and inAgimry utopian ideaa and experlmerks during the [Aat 
two Or three thousand years. A lew libertarian ItxmB are 
tncludedj moatiy InaccuratEly aa might he expected, and what 
la almost Incredible is that there Isn't a single reference to 
the Engllah Lfeasanta' Revolt, the first known utoptan expert" 
roent In this country, whose 60€tii anniversary will be widely 
celetnrated next year* 

The dtrectory ta moeUyas useful aa usual, buitts treat" 
ment of ai^rchlst material la rldlcuLoufil y mit of i&Ib* Most 
of the organtaatlonB Uafed have ceased to exist or clAi^ed 
their addresses several years ago, and there la no reference 
at all to FREEDOM Or the Freedom IVeas, thou^ the Freedom 
Bookahop la at leaat Included. 




